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EDO-ITT / BRIGHTON:  The conspiracy and criminal 
damage trial of six British activists was originally set to 
begin October 26.  Last January 17 they barricaded them-
selves inside a local arms factory and decommissioned 
machinery that makes bomb release mechanisms and as-
sembles electrical components for export to Israel.  (Three 
sympathizers arrested outside the factory face lesser 
charges.)  Attorneys asked for more time to prepare the 
defense case based on international law and the testimony 
of various experts, and trial has now been adjourned until 
next May.  The case is further complicated because three 
of the defendants also face charges for £32,000 criminal 
damage to the roof of a nearby Raytheon office building, 
which they occupied for two weeks last winter just before 
the EDO-ITT factory was busted up.  Both protests were 
made in particular response to the firms’ products being 
used by Israel in its military assault on Gaza.  Prosecutors 
want to tie both actions into a single criminal conspiracy, 
but this is being fought by the defendants.  Elija James 
Smith, a defendant in both actions, remains in custody 
since his arrest at EDO-ITT.  He was found guilty in April 
on charges related to a separate action at Raytheon last 
December, and was sentenced to ten weeks in jail (where 
he already was residing on remand).  On appeal, this sen-
tence was reduced to one week.  Supporters of the EDO 
Decommissioners seek funds for bringing in expert wit-
nesses, and are promoting a petition for an arms embargo 
on Israel, the revocation of all British export licenses to 
Israel, and an end to British government purchases from 
Israeli arms companies.  More information and a link to 
sign the petition can be found at www.decommissioners.
co.uk.  Letters of support to Elija James Smith should be 
sent to the address listed on page 3, Inside & Out. Note: 
his ID# has changed slightly...
RAFIL DHAFIR:  The U.S. Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals has turned down Dr. Dhafir’s appeal of his con-
viction and restitution order for running what the gov-
ernment claimed was a fraudulent charity that provided 
millions in humanitarian aid to the people of his native 
Iraq in violation of the trade embargo and sanctions im-
posed on that country between the U.S. invasions of 1991 
and 2003.  Dhafir’s case was ordered back to  trial court 
for re-sentencing, but it could simply renew his sentence 
of  264 months.  A petition to the judge for leniency in 
light of Dhafir’s evident humanitarian motive will soon be 
available at dhafirtrial.net.  Letters of support should be 
sent to Dr. Dhafir at the address on page 3...

FT. HUACHUCA:   According to a May 15, 2009 letter 
from the U.S. Attorney for the District of Arizona released 
via a Freedom of Information Act request by one of the 
three people arrested last November during a protest of 
Army complicity in U.S. torture policy, the defendants 
will not face prosecution because “[t]he Fort Huachuca 
Commander does not want the potential negative public-
ity this case might bring to the installation”... 
RAKON / NEW ZEALAND:  Tyler Culpepper was in 
court October 12 for trial on charges of willful damage 
and unlawfully being on a building.  During a January 
mass demonstration outside the Mt. Wellington manu-
facturer of guided bomb components, Culpepper climbed 
on the roof and used a paint roller to amend the building 
sign to read “RAKON KILLS.”  The verdict in the trial 
will be announced in January once further motions by the 
prosecution and defense have been heard... 
SIZEWELL NUCLEAR POWER STATIONS:  Five 
people arrested for blocking the sole access road to the 
reactor in Suffolk, England last year were two days into 
their trial for aggravated trespass when the Lowestoft 
Magistrates’ Court declared them not guilty.  The prosecu-
tion had failed to provide evidence that the defendants 
were on private land.  Despite a pretrial ruling prevent-
ing the testimony of an expert witness, the defendants 
had planned to use the defense that they were acting to 
prevent breaches of health and safety legislation resulting 
from the continued operation of the nuclear power plant...
RAYTHEON / N. IRELAND:   Nine women arrested 
while occupying the war merchant’s Derry offices during 
a January protest of Raytheon’s complicity in Israel’s 
attack on Gaza were in court September 22 to face 
charges of criminal damage and burglary with intent to 

cause criminal damage.  One of the women also faces a 
charge of common assault, despite no allegations from 
any alleged victim.  All pled not guilty and expect a trial 
sometime in the new year.  The husband and father-in-
law of a pregnant woman, who came to her aid when she 
was assaulted by police as supporters rallied outside on 
the day of the action, are also facing a review of their bail 
conditions related to the incident, even as prosecutors 
investigate the officer who struck her...
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION:  The 
“Other RNC 8” - so dubbed to distinguish their case from 
the felony charges against eight other activists arrested 
just before the convention (more below) - were convicted 
of trespass on September 17.  The eight, most of them 
members of Veterans for Peace, had departed from the 
permitted route of a protest march on August 31, 2008, to 
deliver the anti-war message from the streets directly to 
convention delegates and the President.  St. Paul police 
arrested them as they stepped through a security bar-
rier at the convention center loading dock.  The jury was 
instructed to ignore the defendants “claim of right” under 
Minnesota, U.S. and International law.  The Minnesota 
“claim of right”  had been used successfully to win jury 
acquittals of war opponents arrested for trespass at Alliant 
Techsystems in suburban Edina.  The eight were sen-
tenced to a $100 fine or 20 hours community service, plus 
court costs. 
Of the 818 arrests reported just before and during the 
convention, more than 90% have been acquitted, had 
their charges dismissed, or were never prosecuted.  Six 
felony cases were resolved at trial or by plea agreement 
this summer, resulting in sentences of up to four months 
in jail for four defendants, with two others to be sentenced 
in November.  Pre-trial motions are still being heard in the 
cases of the more notorious RNC8, with no trial date set.  
More information can be found at rnc8.org and rnc08ar-
restees.wordpress.com...
NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY:  Three Rutgers 
University students in September pled guilty to charges 
related to a “Walk Out Against the War” in March, 2008, 
when hundreds of people took over Route 18.  As a result 
of a plea agreement, Erik Straub admitted to the original 
disorderly persons petty offense.  He was ordered to pay 
fines and fees of $264 and to serve 30 hours of commu-
nity service.  Suzan Sanal and Arwa Ibrahim pled to a  
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